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The Road to War – 1935-1939
· Versailles stated that the Saar was under French control for 15 years, and then a Plebiscite (vote) would occur by the people to determine their future.

· In 1935, the vote was held and 9 out of 10 voted to be reunited with Germany.

· The 1935 Anglo-German Naval Agreement gave Germany control over their Navy – another small step for Hitler.

· The Rhineland was supposed to be a Demilitarized Zone, but in 1936 Hitler sent his army back in, and the world did nothing to stop it. The British argued that the Germans were just moving back into territory that was really theirs. The British were scared of another war. The French were going through political problems.

· Hitler was learning that the west was unwilling, or unprepared to stop any of the small steps Hitler was taking to renew German territory.

Spain, Europe and the Axis

· Civil war broke out in Spain in 1936.
· One side was the Republicans (socialists, communists, left-wing).

· The other side was the Nationalists (Catholic Church, landowners and a small fascist party).

· The Republicans claimed they were fighting against fascism in defense of democracy.

· The Nationalists claimed they were defending the Christian faith against Communism.

· Hitler involved Germany by sending aircraft to assist the Fascist leader of the Nationalists General Franco. Mussolini also sent planes.
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In Oct 1936 the Rome-Berlin Axis was signed – Mussolini felt more comfortable with Hitler (remember the Stressa Front).
· From 1936-38 the Axis powers poured military support to the Nationalists.

· The republicans were getting military support from the USSR.
· Also fighting were units of volunteers from many countries called the International Brigades – these were men who wanted to fight against Fascism, as the governments of countries like Britain, France and the USA would not get directly involved. Canadians were part of these units.

· Politically, Britain and France set up the Non-Intervention Committee of 1936 because they feared that the civil war could spread into an international conflict if they became directly involved.

Importance of the War
· It strengthened the ties between Mussolini and Hitler.

· In 1937, Italy joined the Anti-Comintern Pact with Germany and Japan to oppose international Communism.

· Spain was used as a testing ground for new weapons (planes) of the fascists.
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The war made the ideas of war acceptable again because of the International Brigades. People again believed that certain things were worth fighting for or against.
THE ROAD TO WAR
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1935 – re-armament
When Nazi Germany openly started re-armament in 1935, few should have been surprised as Hitler had made it very clear both in his speeches and in "Mein Kampf" that he would break the "unjust" terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

Hitler had made it plain what the basis of his foreign policy would be. He had clearly stated that he would:

· undo what had been imposed on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles 

· re-unite all Germans into one nation 

· re-arm Germany 

· "Mein Kampf" also clearly stated what he thought of east Europeans and the Jews. Both groups were the "untermenschen" - the sub-humans of Europe who had no place in the Europe Hitler dreamed of. Eastern Europe, in the mind of Hitler, would be where Germans would find the space to live - lebensraum - where they would use the land in a modern and productive manner, thus fulfilling the belief that Hitler held that all good Germans would work off the land and produce the food that the state would need. 
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Declaring “Peace for our time,” Chamberlain was hailed by the public as a hero.

Within a year, the continent would be at war

' England
September 30,1938



1936 – BERLIN OLYMPICS – REMILITARIZATION OF THE RHINELAND
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1938 – Anschluss of Austria
THE "ANSCHLUSS" - ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA BY GERMANY 

On 9th March 1938, the Austrian Chancellor Kurt Schuschnigg announced a plebiscite on the independence of Austria. 

Adolf Hitler took this as an opportunity to take action against the Austrian State. Schuschnigg was pressed to resign. The National Socialist Arthur Seyss-Inquart took over the chancellorship and formed a new government. The Austrian National Socialists took power in Austria. 

On the morning of 12th March 1938, troops of the German Wehrmacht and the SS crossed the German-Austrian border. On 13th March 1938, Hitler announced in Linz the legislation on the “Anschluss” (Annexation) of Austria into the German Reich. 

During the great celebrations in all of Austria, many potential opponents of the regime were arrested, as well as the Jews who were expropriated and deprived of civil rights. National Socialist rule was established now in Austria through propaganda, terror and enticements.
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1938 – APPEASEMENT CRISIS – CZECH CRISIS

Background:

· By 1938, Germany was armed and belligerent. Nobody had taken any real steps to halt the fact that they were violating the Treaty of Versailles.

· Few other nations were prepared for war, and neither was Germany really, but they could afford to be ultra-aggressive.

· Czechoslovakia was a newly formed democracy that was made up of many minorities including Germans located in the Sudetenland territory, which bordered Germany.
· In creating the countries of Czech, Poland and Hungary, the Versailles treaty tried to create countries along ethnic lines, but this was impossible, and would create future problems.


Hitler’s claim for the Sudetenland:

· In 1938, Hitler finally got what he had wanted in 1934, Anschluss with Austria. Hitler used the excuse that the newly elected right wing government of Austria invited him to take over, and he quickly sent in German troops. The world did nothing. Britain again used the excuse that Austria was full of Germans, so it was not a bad thing (still scared or unprepared for war).

· Hitler then began intense propaganda to show that the Sudeten Germans were being mistreated by the Czech government (probably not true).

· Hitler demanded the immediate surrender of all dominantly German territories. And began mobilization of his forces.
There was just enough logic to make it difficult for Britain and France to argue based on the principle of self-determination.
Responses:

· Czech – Benes was determined to resist and hoped his alliances with France, USSR, Rumania and Yugoslavia would deter Hitler.

· USSR – Stalin clearly supported the Czechs and would help if the French did.

· France – Daladier thought of alliances in the terms of getting help, not giving it. Also was convinced British Help was necessary.

· Britain – Chamberlain used idealism and realism to seek a compromise: The Sudeten Germans had a right to unite with Germany and Britain was not prepared for war due to cutbacks on spending during the Depression.
The Munich Crisis: 1938
· Sept 15, 1938 Chamberlain met with Hitler at Berchtesgaden, and the result was APPEASMENT.
· Appeasement defined is an approach to foreign policy, which attempts to maintain peace by making concessions to the aggressor so as to not have to go to war.

· Chamberlain agreed to the German take over of the Sudetenland, and the British and the French put pressure on the Czechs to accept it.

· #2 - Hitler then made new demands after the meeting stating that other part of Czechoslovakia should be given to Poland and Hungary for ethnic reasons.

· #3 - Mussolini now entered the scene and proposed another conference with Italy, Germany, France and Britain to attend. The Czechs were not invited.

· Appeasement was put into play again at the Munich Conference, where Chamberlain stepped off his plane in London and announced, “We have peace for our time.”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CAAqfS8lUQ&feature=related


Results:
· Hitler now only took over the Sudetenland, but forced his way into the Czech state.

· Slovakia was divided up by Hungary and Poland.

· Hitler had now lost all credibility – appeasement could not ever be used again.

· Germany received another year to prepare for war.

· Britain and France now gave total support to Poland in case of invasion, and they would have to back it up this time. Britain looked foolish internationally.

· Hitler had gotten away with everything he had wanted so far; nobody was able to stop him.

· The Skoda Arms factory in Czech was lost to the Germans.

· Britain would finally begin to rearm itself, but was far behind Germany.

· Increased Soviet suspicions about the west’s ability or willingness to stop Hitler


Because of the West failure at Munich, Stalin was very worried. Stalin made advances to the west for an anti-Hitler alliance, but the west ignored Stalin because they did not trust Communism (purges).
When Stalin could not get any help from the west, he then protected the USSR by signing a pact with the devil. 
The Russo-German Non-aggression Pact of 1939 was signed between Hitler and Stalin. Interesting since they both hated each other’s politics. 
This agreement stated that the USSR and Germany would not fight each other, and they agreed to carve up Poland in half. 
This virtually guaranteed a war because Hitler would not have to worry about an eastern Front. On Sept 1, 1939 Hitler invaded Poland, and the Russians did the same from the other direction. The Pact bought Stalin time and security (for a while).




NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








NOTES:








