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The Middle East

· Most of the Middle East had been mandated to Britain/ France after WW I

· After WW II, the Middle East has its oil reserves established, thus making it Internationally important

· The Holocaust had made the creation of a Jewish homeland a certainty
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By the 1950’s, the USA and the USSR were very involved and interested in the area

1922

Nationalism:
-  Israelis and the Arabs – mutual hatred for each other

· Israelis practiced an aggressive foreign policy – strike first mentality
· There were serious religious differences: the [image: image3.png]Partition.
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territory in question contained many of the holy places and shrines of both Judaic and Islamic religions
· 3 problems – Jerusalem, both had claims to land, both side are NOT willing to compromise

Britain and the creation of Israel:

· important because of the Suez Canal

· Britain held Palestine as a Mandate
· The Arab League was formed in 1945: Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, they turned against the British because of Jewish support
· Britain left in 1945 – control to the UN.

· Violence broke out to grab land between Arab & Jewish guerrillas in 1948
· UN tried to Partition the territory
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May 14, 1948, the Jews led by David Ben Gurion proclaimed the state of Israel, and war broke out.
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The First Palestinian War: 1948
· the Arab League invaded Israel: Israel defeated them easily

· this created a refugee problem with 1 million homeless Palestinians

· this also began the formation of Terrorist groups who would attack Israel from outside countries

· Israel would practice on going reprisals against states harboring terrorists
The Suez War: 1956
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 Col. NASSER, in 1954 becomes Prime Minister of Egypt, he was an extreme Nationalist

· Cold War competition plays a role in the [image: image11.png]


construction of the ASWAN DAM
· The USA said they would finance the project, but Egypt then signed an arms deal with Czechoslovakia (USSR), so the USA pulled out financial support. Nasser also had recognized Red China in 1956, which the USA would not do.

· This pushed Israel into a client relationship with the USA

· The USSR now said they would help finance the ASWAN DAM

· 1956: Nasser Nationalizes the Suez Canal (takes it over for Egypt)
· Israel attacks across the Sinai Desert: this was a secret deal with Britain and France, the deal said Israel would attack first, Britain and France would condemn BOTH sides (to look like they were not a participant), Britain and France then began bombing Egyptian military targets followed by an invasion.

· USA response: the USA was outraged by the British/ French actions, probably because the USA was not consulted, and they were supposed to be allies

· The USA forced the French and British to pull out, and had the United Nations act as peacekeepers in the region

· Israel won 1) the Gaza strip (the UN would be stationed there, this took away terrorist land) and 2) the Israeli economy flourished

Significance: UN deployment of peacekeeping troops – Britain & France were discredited internationally – the Aswan Dam and Suez Crisis was an arena for superpower competition.
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Terrorism: 
The PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization) mounted attacks from its bases in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon – usually from Golan Heights in Syria

· PLO leader was Yasser Arafat

The 6-Day War: 1967
· Nasser kicked out the UN Force form the Sinai Desert in 1967

· He then mobilized his forces, and closed off the Strait of Trian (Israel needed it)

· Israel strikes first knowing what was going to happen – Israeli leader is Dayan
· Israel again wins big, and gets:

· The whole Sinai
· Jerusalem and the West Bank & the Golan Heights
· This secured strong frontiers against terrorist attacks, but they would have to occupy

The Cold War gets involved when the USSR threatened to get involved, the USA pressured Israel to stop attacks to avert WW III

ANWAR SADAT becomes leader of Egypt in 1970, and broke off Soviet relationships. Did this because Muslim countries had problems dealing with and Atheist country like the USSR.


The Yom-Kippur War: 1973
· Egypt, helped by Syria and Iraq again attacked Israel

· Israel knew it was coming, but had taken heat for the strike first policy of the 6-day war

Arabs had initial success, but by the end of the war, there was no change in territory
This war was basically a tie, as the Arab states had better weapons

· One result was the raising of oil prices by OPEC countries (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries).

Camp David Accords: 1979
· USA President Jimmy Carter, Egypt: Sadat, Israel: Begin
· USA brokered peace talks between Egypt and Israel
· First ever treaty between Israel and an Arab state

Peace treaty ended Egyptian/ Israeli conflicts, tried to work on refugee problems, but Egypt was then kicked out of OPEC, and the conflicts to follow would be Arab vs. Israeli, not Egypt.
Conflict in Lebanon:
· independent from France as of 1945

· 500,000 Palestinian refugees lived in the South

· Israel would invade from time to time to stop terrorists

· 1982 a multi-national force established to keep the peace

· terrorism continued, 200 USA Marines were killed as a result of a terrorist car bombing of the US Embassy
· Israel Invaded in 199


The Oslo Accords- 1993

The Government of the State of Israel and the P.L.O. team (in the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to the Middle East Peace Conference) (the "Palestinian Delegation"), representing the Palestinian people, agree that it is time to put an end to decades of confrontation and conflict, recognize their mutual legitimate and political rights, and strive to live in peaceful coexistence and mutual dignity and security and achieve a just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement and historic reconciliation through the agreed political process.

In 1993 and 1995, Israel and the PLO signed agreements that led to the withdrawal of Israeli troops from the Gaza Strip and most cities and towns of the West Bank by early 1996. As the Israelis withdrew, Palestinians became the governing authorities in these areas. Israel also recognized the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people. In 1994, Jordan and Israel signed a declaration that marked the end of a state of war that had technically existed between them since 1948. In 1996, Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and Palestinian-controlled parts of the West Bank elected a president and legislature to make laws and administer these areas.

Failed – Rabin was assassinated by a radical Jew
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