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The fall of the Iron Curtain
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A) Background:

· By 1956, Khrushchev had secured his position as Stalin’s successor.

· Khrushchev condemned Stalin for brutal purges, errors in foreign affairs, police state terror against citizens.

B) Poland 1956:

· Polish workers protested against working conditions, people wanted the USSR out of their business.

· Gomulka (leader) was liberal minded and worked to gain some concessions.

· The Red Army took up positions outside Warsaw.

· Khrushchev agreed to limited Communism, no forced collectivization, Poland remains an ally.

· Every freedom movement needs a start.
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The Hungarian Revolution – 1956:

· Following the event in Poland, the Hungarians wanted reforms.

· Nagy took over, abolished the one party system, and planned to get out of the Warsaw Pact.

· Khrushchev decided to teach the Hungarians a lesson and brought in the Red Army.

· The World was watching the Suez Crisis at this time.

· Fighting broke out in the streets, and the Red Army retreated for a while.

· The Hungarians thought they had freedom, but the Red Army was just waiting outside the city, then attacked and completely crushed the revolution – over 20,000 died in the fighting.
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Hungarians began to flee the country, the Soviets closed the boarders.
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The Czechoslovakian Revolution 1968
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· for 12 years there was no further insurrection by Soviet Satellites.

· In 1968, Dubchek returned to be leader of the Czech gov’t.

· He began speaking of Liberal reforms and freedoms. Socialism with a human face!
· The Warsaw Pact again kicked in, and the Red army rolled into Prague.

· But this time, there was very little fighting, just a lot of mad people.

· A sign of things to come?

· The economies of Eastern Europe were brutal. Unemployment and struggle.
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Poland and Solidarity- 1980’s
· In 1980, a strike at the Lenin shipyards in Gdansk began radical changes in Poland.

· Lech Walesa was the leader of an independent trade union, not allowed in Poland.

· 10 million Poles joined, and won the right to strike and freedoms of assembly.

· Huge economic distress and shortage of consumer goods fueled their support.

· Pope John Paul II (Polish) supported this movement called Solidarity.

· General Jaruzelski, declared Martial Law, arrested Walesa and other leaders.

· Strikes were banned, and Troops occupied the country.

· The World got involved; Regan (USA) put pressure on Poland, halted USSR flights to the USA, trade restrictions.

· 1988-89 Gorbachev (USSR) did not have the capacity or the will to send in the Red Army like before.

· 1989, free elections were held for the first time since WW II
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The Iron Curtain would soon fall apart.                      
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The fall of Communism
Remember the Tears? Poland, Hungary, Czech, Poland (solidarity).

East Germany
· Erich Honecker, Communist leader of East Germany was the most repressive of the eastern Bloc leaders

· Despite the relaxation times, and the economic problems of the USSR, Erich and Czech and Romania did not want to make any concessions to their people and their governments

· Mikhail Gorbachev, desperate for western economic assistance, visited Chancellor Kohl in Bonn, West Germany. The beginnings of thinking about German re-unification

· Summer 1989, thousands of East Germans escaped via Poland and Hungary to Austria when Hungary opened its boarder to Austria.

· Fall of 1989: demonstrations all over East Germany were demanding greater freedoms. Honecker wanted to shoot the demonstrators, but was over-ruled, the party dumped him and replaced him with Eron Krenz

· On Nov 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall opened and free elections were promised, election held, and Kohl’s Christian Democratic were elected.

· The Super-powers now began to publicly support re-unification, Soviet troops were removed
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On Oct 30, 1990 the 2 Germany’s became one again with Helmut Kohl the first Chancellor of Germany since Hitler.
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Czechoslovakia
· The Velvet revolution – 1989 huge demonstrations were violently put down, the economy was very poor.

· Dubcek organized further protests, and a nation-wide strike was declared, the Communists resigned

· In 1992 the Czechs and the Slovaks democratically decided to separate into 2 new states

Romania
· Nicolae Ceausescu had been dictator since 1965, brutal and repressive

· A government massacre in 1989 sparked protests

· The people arrested Ceausescu and his wife and executed them both
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No real democratic traditions, still has political problems

The dictatorship of the Ceausescu family, one of the most absurd forms of totalitarian government in the 20th century Europe, with a personality cult that actually bordered on mental illness, had as a result, among other things, distortions in the economy, the degradation of the social and moral life, the country's isolation from the international community. The country's resources were [image: image17.png]In Depth > ' ON TRIAL




abusively used to build absurdly giant projects devised by the dictator's megalomania; this also contributed to a dramatic decline of the population's living standard and the deepening of the regime's crisis.

Yugoslavia Disintegrates
· Yugoslavia had been created after WW I

· It was not a Soviet satellite state, it was ruled by Tito, and had 6 republics: Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Macedonia.
· Much ethnic hatred was developed since the creation of this state, mainly between the Serbian’s and the Croatians.

-     After Tito’s death in 1980, ethnic nationalism began to surface
· In 1988 Slobodan Milosevic became Prime Minister, but used his power to exploit Serbian nationalist feelings to boost his own popularity, he wanted a strong Yugoslavia with the Serbs running the show.
- The other republics resented the Serbs and wanted their own independence.

The Serb-Croat War 1991: 1991 Croatia declared its independence, Slovenia followed, Croatia had Serbs living in it, the Serbian army invaded Croatia, lots of deaths, the UN at the end of 1991 sent peace keeping forces (11,000 troops) and Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia-Herzegovina were recognized as independent.




War in Bosnia-Herzegovina:
 the population was Muslim, Croatian and Serbian. The Serbs and the Muslims went to war, the Croatians helped. This is where we get the term ethnic cleansing, trying to rid the territory of the Muslims. Basically its genocide. The UN failed to stop the atrocities. A peace was reached in Dayton, Ohio in 1995, but as we recently saw in Kosovo, the problems are far from over.


Kosovo 1999 – NATO Operation
In early 1998 large-scale fighting broke out in Kosovo, formerly an autonomous region within Serbia, between the Serbian government and Kosovo Albanians seeking independence. Although a ceasefire was agreed in October 1998 to allow refugees to find shelter and a European verification mission was deployed, violence continued. 

A peace conference, held in Paris, broke up on 19 March 1999 with the refusal of the Serbian delegation to accept the proposed settlement. On 24 March, NATO forces led by Britain and the United States began air attacks on Serbia - transforming NATO from a defensive to an offensive alliance.

For the first time in modern history, a completely airborne force was able to inflict massive damage while suffering no hostile fire casualties and still achieved peace on its terms. Other notable features of the war were the initial use of the B-2 stealth bomber in combat, cyber warfare, and widespread use of remotely piloted vehicles (RPVs) to identify targets. 
On June 20, 1999, Operation Allied Force was officially terminated as all Serbian and Yugoslav forces withdrew from Kosovo. The province was subsequently divided into peacekeeping zones where NATO troops are currently deployed enforcing law and the restoration of the area's infrastructure.


What are the charges against Mr Milosevic? 

The former president faces charges relating to atrocities carried out in Kosovo in 1999, to crimes against humanity committed in Croatia between 1991 and 1992, and to alleged genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995. 

The indictment relating to Bosnia - the most serious - accuses him of being responsible for the killing of thousands of Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats. 

It cites the 1995 massacre at Srebrenica and accuses Mr. Milosevic of involvement in the murder, imprisonment and mistreatment of thousands of civilians, including women and the elderly. 

Inside Yugoslavia, Mr. Milosevic faces additional charges connected with the murder of former president Ivan Stambolic, abuse of power and siphoning off billions of dollars of state funds into foreign accounts. Those were the issues which officially lay behind his dramatic arrest in April 2001. 
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